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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, February 12, 2020, 
opening at 7:35 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   Cassar, Clarke 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and Attorney Saarela  
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for February 10, 
2020, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. December 11, 2019, January 8, 2020 Regular Meeting & January 28, 2020 Study Session 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12103-12116, DD3740-3785, EFT1405-1420, 

STUB 115-118; and A/P check #’s 50755-50831, EFT 2075-2089 2094-2110, ACH 2071-
2074, 2091-2093, 2111-2114; TOTALING: $537,617.66. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for December 2019 & 
January 2020.  

  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Patrick Runk announced two Little Librarian’s will be sworn in tonight and thanked them for 
volunteering.  He announced the next Parks & Rec events: Chili Cookoff & Euchre Tournament Feb 
28th, Easter Egg Hunt Apr 11th, and the Sylvan Shuffle May 16th. 
 
The two Little Librarians – Ty Zaloga and Patrick Riney.   PR-001-20 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
     H-001-20 
Helen Jane Peters shared it is Oakland County’s 200th birthday.  There will be numerous events. She 
asked everyone to think about nominations for recognition of volunteerism.  At the Michigan Week 
Breakfast these volunteers are awarded.  Submit names to Helen Jane.  She thanked Luke Cassar and 
Patrick Runk for the Christmas Tree Lighting.  It was a first for Sylvan Lake.  Next she thanked John 
Farms for the skate rink on Ferndale.  She saw a rink on Lakeview too.  Lastly, she noted Sylvan 
Lake incorporated as a Village back in 1921, so next year will be 100 years. She shared there is a 
Wayside sign by Stone Soap explaining back in 1817 four Townships came together.  In 1851 a one-
room school house built on Orchard Lake Road.  1890 Merrill Mills bought most of the land.  He was 
a developer and built the Sylvan Lake Inn.  His daughter donated Ferndale Park to the city around 
1928.  The interurban railroad service came through Sylvan Lake and service Oakland County. 1895 
the bridge was built to get to the Sylvan Inn.  Homes started to develop in 1915.  The Free Press 
Camp was built after the Sylvan Inn burnt down in 1903.  1917 the Boat Club was built.  1939 the 
Sylvan Lake Garden Club started.   
 
Helen Jane asked to celebrate Sylvan’s 100 years next year.  
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin stated City Hall has remained very busy. We sent out business license applications, boat dock 
applications, taxes, and water bills and they are all coming back.  W/S bills are due next week. We 
have our new Verizon phone system up and running. It has been a bit of a struggle, but we’re getting 
there.  Last month he mentioned we added a new wonderful new employee at City Hall and Natalie is 
here tonight to see how the meeting works.  We’re very happy to have her with us.  
       
We have three new ZBA members, so we held a training session for them last month.  Matt from our 
Law firm is extremely knowledgeable in planning and zoning law and he did a great job.   
 
Martin reported the Police and DPW are doing well.  He did share the Police are called to perform 
welfare checks on residents more often than people think.  A welfare check is generally when a 
friend, neighbor or relative cannot get in contact with the resident or suspect something may be 
wrong.  Please continue to watch out for your neighbors and never hesitate to call if you suspect 
something isn’t quite right.   
     B4-001-20 
Oakland County Bicentennial Oak Tree planting program is offering 20,000 oak trees to local schools 
and communities. Martin submitted the application for 200. They are 2-year-old seedlings, so they 
are quite small but will grow if taken care of.   
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We are preparing to begin the Master Plan review and update process with Giffels Webster. Martin is 
very excited about this update and expects great participation from the residents. Part of the process 
will be conducting studies for commercial, retail and possibly housing.   
     U-001-20 
We would normally be making the water/sewer rate presentation and approval at this meeting.  
However, Martin had a meeting to discuss sewer rates and is waiting for some more information. 
 
A big thank you to all of the residents that have volunteered for the committees and commissions.  
Including our new little librarians.  We really are a great community because of the people that are 
interested in keeping it great, and volunteer to help.  A huge shout out to Jon Farms for his work on 
creating a skating rink on the lake last week.  We will send out a newsbyte and put a couple pics on 
the website showing his handiwork and resulting enjoyment.   
     C4-001-20  
The last thing is a quick update on the request to rezone the vacant Whitfield School Property. These 
are Martin’s comments, and purely informational.  They are not his opinions, and this is not to create 
a record of other’s statements.  Planning Commission held a Public Hearing during their regular 
meeting last week to hear resident input on the requested rezoning. The applicant’s attorney was 
present to explain the request.  Most of the comments were things like, questioning the need to 
rezone, we just made amendments to the CS district with additional uses.  Others were, we should 
wait for the Master Plan process to be completed, Why C-2, why not C-1, are there C-2 uses they 
would be willing to state they wouldn’t do, won’t the PUD work, etc.  The representing attorney said 
the property is not CS.  Even though uses were added, they are Special Land uses and no uses of 
right.  He also stated that 95% of the projects he has worked on in the past 10 years were a PUD with 
underlying zoning that is appropriate. The Planning Commission tabled their recommendation issue 
until next month.  The City Attorney, Planner and Martin will be discussing possible solutions. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki thanked John Farms and everyone who helped shovel the ice rink. 
 
Salemi congratulated and thanked the Little Librarian’s and wished everyone a happy Valentine’s 
Day.   
      T-001-20 
Lorenz thanked all the volunteers. He noted at the last study session Council discussed infrastructure 
improvements.  He explained the Street/Drainage Bond will expire in 2022.  Council discussed a 
proposal for the November ballot, this year, for a millage to maintain infrastructure. He explained 
with a bond you have to use all the money within two years.  With a millage they can make repairs 
when and where needed over the life of the millage.  He hopes everyone will support this.   
      E-001-20 
Zubrzycki asked if Dryden could expound on the ballot for this election.  Dryden explained this is the 
Presidential Primary Election – to vote which one Democratic and Republican candidate will go on 
the ballot in November.  You do have to mark your application to vote with which party ballot you 
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want – Democrat, Republican or Proposals Only.  The DIA also has a renewal millage on the ballot 
and Pontiac School district has two proposals.  There are six different ballots City Hall is handing 
out.  Pontiac School District – Dem, Rep, Proposal Only and WB – Dem, Rep, and Proposal Only.  
She asked everyone if they come into City Hall to be patient as they are cross checking each other to 
make sure each person is receiving the correct ballot.  She noted there are sample ballots on the 
website, along with all the proposal languages.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
a. Appointments to Parks & Recreation Committee  A2-001-20  

 
Mayor Lorenz appointed Patrick Runk, Terri Etter, Patty Harrop, Donna Cousens and Karen 
Berkfield to the Parks & Rec Committee for 2020. 
 

Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the Mayor appointments to the Parks & Rec 
Committee as stated. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
           
 
b.  Appointments to Boat Dock Committee   A2-002-20 

 
Mayor Lorenz appointed Patty Harrop, Ed Robbins, Debbie Booth and Pete Shelters to the Boat Dock 
Committee for 2020. 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the Mayor appointments to the Boat Dock 
Committee as stated. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
c.  Appointments to Board of Review    A2-003-20 

 
Mayor Lorenz reappointed Jerry Nechal to the Board of Review for a three-year term and Rachel 
Hamill for a one-year term to the Board of Review.   
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Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve the Mayoral appointments to the Board of 
Review as stated. 
 
 Yes:   All 
 No:    None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
d.  Banking Institutions for 2020     F-002-20 

 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the list of banking institutions for 2020 as 
submitted.   
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
         O-001-20 
e.  Ordinance 349 - Amendment to Clarify Noise Ordinance 30-103 Division 2 

 
Martin shared there a little discrepancy in the noise ordinance between Exemptions which states 
“Lawn care and yard maintenance that occurs between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., and outdoor 
implements, which states, “Any outdoor implement such as a power lawn mower, snow blower, 
power hedge clipper, power saw, leaf blower, or trimmer shall be operated only between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
 
City Council would like to discuss this at a study session before making a final decision. 
 
         O-002-20 
f. Ordinance 348 – Zoning Text Amendment to Section 78-613 Fences and Screening, describing 

type and location of fencing allowed on residentially zoned property 
 
Martin clarified the changes, where a privacy fence can be installed and provided a graphic for 
everyone to see.  This amendment added types of fences that are not allowed – tires, pallets, etc.  It 
prohibits chain link fences in residential areas and clarified double frontage lots. 
 
Lorenz shared Planning Commission held a public hearing and there were no public comments.  
Planning Commission then recommended City Council to approve the changes. 
 
Zubrzycki asked what the rationale was in disallowing a chair link fence.  Martin explained it is 
mostly neighbor’s complaining about the look of them.    Zubrzycki asked for more clarification on 
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the side yard fence.  Martin explained has to be an open style fence, at least 50% open, decorative 
style, such as aluminum or picket.   
 
Nicole Menuck would like to see the height changed to 6’ for rear and side yard; all one height and 
same style.  She recalled a variance already granted to allow this.  She doesn’t like chain link fences 
either, but if they are eliminating it then you are making an option for side yardopen fence more 
restrictive too and probably more expensive for them.   
 
Pete Peters asked about bushes running own a property line acting as a fence.   He wondered what 
City Council’s comments are on that.  Martin replied, the city doesn’t regulate landscaping/plantings 
in your yard.  
 
Zubrzycki asked if an existing chain link fence rust out, can they replace it.  Martin clarified they 
must come into compliance.  He also added, chain link fences are currently not allowed in the side 
yard.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to approve ordinance 348 amending the fence 
ordinance as presented.   
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None 
       ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 
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